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LEiopus fEmoRAtus	in	CEntRal	apEnninE
(Coleoptera,	Cerambycidae)

 Leiopus femoratus	 Fairmaire,	 1859	 is	 a	 widely	 distributed	 species,	
known	 from	 northern	 iran,	 Caucasus,	 transcaucasia	 (Georgia,	 armenia,	
azerbaijan),	 northern,	 western	 and	 European	 turkey,	 Crimea,	 Bulgaria,	
italy,	north-western	Germany,	luxemburg	and	France	(plavilstshikov,	1948;	
Biscaccianti,	2005;	Sama,	2005a;	Gerend	&	Meyer,	in	press;	Danilevsky,	in	
litteris;	Gerend,	in	litteris)	(fig.	1).	in	the	eastern	part	of	its	fragmented	are-
al,	L. femoratus	is	rather	common,	while	in	Europe	it	is	rare	and	localized.
in	this	paper,	authors	report	two	new	localities	for	central	italy	and	a	new	
host	plant	for	the	species.

 ABBreviAtions.	 aB	 =	 legit	 a.B.	 Biscaccianti;	 aV	 =	 avellino	 province;	 Bn	 =	 Benevento	
province;	CH	=	Chieti	province;	Cl	=	Caltanissetta	province;	CZ	=	Catanzaro	province;	el	=	ex	
larvis	(follows	the	host	plant	and	the	date	of	sampling);	GO	=	Gorizia	province;	lp	=	legit	l.	
petruzziello;	ME	=	Messina	province;	pa	=	palermo	province;	RC	=	Reggio	Calabria	province;	
Sa	=	Salerno	province.

Leiopus femoratus	Fairmaire,	1859

 Leiopus femoratus	Fairmaire,	1859,	annales	de	la	Société	entomologique	de	France,	3	(7):	62.

 MAteriAl exAMined.	 Abruzzo:	 1?,	 Casoli	 (CH),	 lago	 di	 Serranella	 natural	 Reserve,	
stream	Gogna,	100	m,	7.Vi.2006	(el	Quercus robur	l.,	3.Xii.2005),	aB.	Campania:	1!,	pratola	
Serra	(aV),	S.	Michele	di	pratola,	400-500	m,	26.Vi.1992,	lp;	1!,	ibidem,	22.iX.1996,	lp;	1!,	
ibidem,	30.Vi.1997,	lp;	1?,	 ibidem,	4.Vii.1998,	lp;	1!,	 ibidem,	28.Vi.1999,	lp	(specimens	
preserved	in	the	authors’	collections).

 Leiopus femoratus	was	recorded	for	the	first	time	in	italy	by	Heyrovský	
(1928),	 upon	 material	 collected	 in	 Calabria	 by	 pirazzoli;	 this	 record,	 re-
ported	by	luigioni	(1929)	and	Müller	(1953),	was	discarded	or	overlooked	
by	all	subsequent	authors.	Sama	(1985)	took	into	account	the	quotation	of	
luigioni	 (1929),	 even	 if	doubtfully,	having	himself	 examined	a	 single	 fe-
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male	coming	from	“M.	poro	di	nicotera”	(southern	Calabria),	possibly	be-
longing	to	L. femoratus.	However	he	subsequently	quoted	only	the	record	
for	M.	poro	di	nicotera,	firstly	(Sama,	1988)	as	L. nebulosus	(linné,	1758),	
and	then	(Sama,	2002)	as	L. femoratus.
	 Recently	the	occurrence	of	L. femoratus	in	italy	has	been	definitely	con-
firmed:	additional	records	are	available	for	Venezia	Giulia	(Rapuzzi,	2002;	
Sama,	2005b)	and	Calabria	(Sama,	2002,	2005b;	Biscaccianti,	2005),	while	
old	records	are	known	also	for	Campania	(Biscaccianti,	2005)	and	Sicilia	
(Sama,	2002,	2005b;	Biscaccianti,	2005).	these	old	records	refer	to	speci-
mens	collected	in	the	19th	and	early	20th	centuries	by	some	italian	entomol-
ogists	(a.	Costa,	C.	Coniglio-Fanales,	F.	Silvestri	and	F.	Vitale),	previously	
overlooked	or	misidentified,	and	by	two	Danish	entomologists	quoted	by	
Sama	(2002:	106).
 L. femoratus	develops	in	dead	twigs	and	thin	branches	(up	to	4-5	cm)	
of	broadleaf	trees,	chiefly	Castanea	and	Juglans	(Sama,	2002),	but	also	Car
pinus,	fagus,	ficus,	salix	and	tilia	 (Mamaev	&	Danilevsky,	1975;	Chere-
panov,	1991;	Bense,	1995;	Biscaccianti,	unpublished	data).	the	larva	bores	
between	the	bark	and	the	sapwood	of	the	host	plant	during	a	period	of	at	
least	one	year,	then	pupates	in	a	cell	bored	under	bark	and	deeply	excavated	
in	the	sapwood	(Cherepanov,	1991;	Biscaccianti,	pers.	observ.).	according	
to	 Bense	 (1995)	 and	 Sama	 (2002),	 the	 flight	 period	 of	 adults	 lasts	 from	
april	to	July,	but	may	be	prolonged	until	September,	following	one	of	the	
records	quoted	here	(see	above).
	 a	single	male	of	L. femoratus	was	reared	from	a	dead	branch	of	Quercus 
robur	 collected	 during	 a	 survey	 carried	 out	 in	 the	 Site	 of	 Comunitary	
importance	“it7140215	-	lago	di	Serranella	e	Colline	di	Guarenna”	(San-
gro	valley,	abruzzo),	 together	with	tilloidea unifasciata	 (Fabricius,	1787)	
(Coleoptera	Cleridae);	 two	specimens	of	 the	 latter	 species	were	observed	
by	one	of	us	(aBB)	inside	the	feeding	galleries	of	L. femoratus.	the	predac-
tion	by	t. unifasciata	of	many	species	of	wood	borer	beetles	(Cerambycidae	
and	other	Coleoptera),	is	well	known	from	Gobbi	(1984,	sub	tillus unifas
ciatus).
	 in	the	above	mentioned	 locality	of	abruzzo,	 the	habitat	of	L. femora
tus	 is	 represented	 by	 fragments	 of	 the	 original	 riparial	 forest	 along	 the	
stream	Gogna	(fig.	2).	this	interesting	relict	phytocoenosis	belongs	to	the	
populetum albae	subass.	quercetosum roboris	Manzi,	1988,	a	syntaxon	de-
scribed	from	lower	Sangro	valley	and	characterized	by	the	presence	of	Q. 
robur	and	ulmus minor	Mill.	(Manzi,	1988;	Manzi	&	pellegrini,	1994;	see	
also	Manzi,	1993;	pirone	et	al.,	1993).	the	specimens	collected	in	Campania	
flew	around	flowers	and	branches	of	a	single	chestnut-tree	(Castanea sativa	
Mill.),	near	the	external	edge	of	a	thermophilous	mixed	wood,	in	a	rural	en-
vironment.



107

Fig.	2	–	Collecting	place	of	Leiopus femoratus	 in	abruzzo,	 stream	Gogna	near	Casoli	 (pho-
tograph:	M.	pellegrini).

Fig.	1	–	areal	of	Leiopus femoratus.
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	 these	data,	together	with	the	old	records	from	Campania	(Biscaccianti,	
2005),	fill	at	least	in	part	the	gap	existing	between	the	Karst	(Rapuzzi,	2002)	
and	 aspromonte	 (southern	 apennine)	 (Sama,	 2002;	 Biscaccianti,	 2005).	
this	may	imply	a	wider	diffusion	of	the	species	in	the	apennine,	and	per-
haps	also	in	the	Balcans.
	 Moreover,	the	new	host	plant	(Q. robur)	quoted	here	is	significant,	since	
no	biological	data	were	known	for	italy	up	to	now.
	 about	 the	 occurrence	 of	 L. femoratus	 in	 Sicilia,	 no	 data	 are	 available	
after	1936.	in	fact,	only	a	few	specimens	(now	preserved	in	the	collections	
Ragusa,	Vitale,	alliata	and	luigioni)	were	collected	in	Sicilia	between	1908	
and	1936,	but	they	are	misidentified	and	quoted	as	L. nebulosus,	at	least	up	
to	2004	(Ragusa,	1924;	Vitale,	1936;	Sama	&	Schurmann,	1980;	Sama,	1985,	
1988;	Sparacio,	1992;	Baviera	&	Sparacio,	2004).	according	to	Biscaccianti	
(2005),	these	specimens	(and	the	relative	quotations)	belong	to	L. femoratus,	
and	the	occurrence	of	L. nebulosus	in	Sicily	was	consequently	regarded	as	
doubtful	(the	only	specimen	of	the	latter,	coming	from	Sicilia,	was	the	lec-
totype	of	L. nebulosus	var.	siculus	pic,	1924).	later	on,	the	true	L. nebulosus	
was	collected	on	Mts	nebrodi	 (northern	Sicilia)	 (Rapuzzi,	 in	 litteris),	and	
further	records	were	also	added	by	Rapuzzi	&	Sama	(2006).	Despite	the	rec-
tifications	provided	by	Biscaccianti	 (2005),	 the	authors	(Rapuzzi	&	Sama,	
2006)	refer	the	old	and	the	recent	records	to	the	same	species,	L. nebulosus.
	 in	order	to	update	the	distribution	of	L. femoratus	in	italy,	authors	sum-
marize	all	the	available	data,	listed	according	to	the	italian	administrative	
regions,	from	north	to	South:
	 Friuli-Venezia Giulia:	Monfalcone	[GO]	(Rapuzzi,	2002;	Sama,	2002,	
2005b).	Abruzzo:	Casoli	(CH),	lago	di	Serranella	natural	Reserve,	stream	
Gogna	(see	above).	Campania:	Dugenta	[Bn]	(Biscaccianti,	2005);	pratola	
Serra	(aV),	S.	Michele	di	pratola	(see	above);	M[onti]	di	Cava	[de’	tirreni]	
[=	Mts	lattari	(Sa)]	(Biscaccianti,	2005).	Calabria:	Calabrien	(Heyrovský,	
1928);	M.	poro	di	nicotera	[CZ]	(Sama,	1988,	sub	L. nebulosus;	cfr.	Sama,	
2005b);	Mongiana;	le	Serre,	Ferdinandea,	Bosco	Stilo;	piani	aspromonte;	
str.	S.	Eufemia	-	piani	aspromonte;	aspromonte,	M.	Montalto	(all	in	RC)	
(Biscaccianti,	2005);	piani	aspromonte	[RC]	(Sama,	2005b).	Sicilia:	Messina	
(Baviera	&	Sparacio,	2004,	sub	L. nebulosus);	Calamarò	[=	Calamarà	(ME)]	
(Sama	&	Schurmann,	1980;	Sama,	1988,	all	sub	L. nebulosus);	Calamarà	
[ME]	 (Sparacio,	 1992,	 sub	 L. nebulosus;	 Biscaccianti,	 2005);	 Castanea	
[delle	Fùrie]	[ME]	(Vitale,	1936,	sub	L. nebulosus	a.	siculus;	Sparacio,	1992;	
Baviera	&	Sparacio,	2004,	all	sub	L. nebulosus;	Biscaccianti,	2005;	Sama,	
2005b,	 sub	 L. nebulosus);	 Santo	 Mauro	 [=	 S.	 Mauro	 Castelverde	 (pa)]	
(Ragusa,	1924,	sub	Liopus nebulosus);	S.	Mauro	[Castelverde	(pa)]	(Sama	
&	Schurmann,	1980;	Sama,	1988,	all	sub	Leiopus nebulosus);	San	Mauro	
Castelverde	[pa]	(Biscaccianti,	2005);	San	Cataldo	[Cl]	(Sama,	2002,	2005b).	



 AcknowledgeMents.	 We	 wish	 to	 thank	 our	 colleagues	 who	 facilitated	 this	 work:	 Cosi-
mo	 Baviera	 (Messina),	 Enzo	 Colonnelli	 (Roma),	 Michail	 Danilevsky	 (a.n.	 Severtsov	 in-
stitute	 of	 Ecology	 and	 Evolution,	 Russian	 academy	 of	 Sciences,	 Moscow,	 Russia),	 Raoul	
Gerend	 (Dudelange,	 luxemburg),	 Giuseppe	 lo	 paro	 (Dipartimento	 di	 Biologia	 animale	 ed	
Ecologia	Marina	dell’Università	di	Messina),	nicola	Maio	(Museo	Zoologico,	Centro	Museale	
dell’Università	 di	 napoli	 Federico	 ii,	 napoli),	 angela	 natale	 (Riserva	 naturale	 Regionale	
abetina	 di	 Rosello,	 Rosello,	 CH),	 Mario	 pellegrini	 (Riserva	 naturale	 Regionale	 lago	 di	
Serranella,	Sant’Eusanio	del	Sangro,	CH),	pierpaolo	Rapuzzi	(prepotto,	UD),	ignazio	Sparacio	
(palermo).	We	sincerely	thank	also	Mark	Russell	(anglesey-Ynys	Môn,	United	Kingdom)	who	
kindly	revised	our	English.

SUMMaRY

	 new	 records	 of	 Leiopus femoratus	 from	 central	 apennine	 (abruzzo	 and	 Campania	 re-
gions)	 are	 provided,	 together	 with	 a	 new	 host	 plant	 (Quercus robur).	 in	 italy	 L. femoratus	
was	previously	known	from	Venezia	Giulia,	Campania	(old	records),	southern	Calabria	and	
Sicilia	(old	records).	according	to	this	paper,	the	species	is	new	to	abruzzo	and	confirmed	to	
Campania.	Detailed	and	updated	distribution	in	italy	is	also	given.

RiaSSUntO

	 leiopus	femoratus nell’Appennino centrale (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae).

	 in	questa	breve	nota	si	segnala	la	presenza	di	Leiopus femoratus	nell’appennino	centrale	
(abruzzo	e	Campania)	e	una	nuova	pianta	ospite	(Quercus robur)	per	la	specie.	Se	ne	riporta	
inoltre	la	distribuzione	italiana	aggiornata	e	commentata.
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